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waste, but they were branded and conscripted for forced labour
or military service. Thousands took refuge in the monasteries
and assumed the yellow robe in order to escape the appalling
hardships of the disastrous campaigns. But Nandabayin
ordered them to be unfrocked, and many were executed. Their
desperate rebellions were met with the most savage reprisals.
Hence it is not to be wondered at that, when Naresuen with-
drew from Pegu in 1595, thousands of Mons fled with his army
into Siamese territory away from the Burmese terror. It was the
first of many periodic migrations, which went on at intervals up
to the nineteenth century. And as the tide of war flowed back-
wards and forwards, the Delta region, now one of the richest
agricultural districts in the world, became depopulated and
famine-stricken.
The climax came in 1599. With Toungoo, Chiengmai and
Prome in revolt, Nandabayin had to face another Siamese
invasion. But the knock-out blow was delivered from another
quarter: a powerful Arakanese fleet seized the port of Syriam and
joined with the rebel chief of Toungoo in besieging Pegu.
Nandabayin, unable to hold out against their combined forces,
surrendered to the Toungoo chief, who divided the plunder of
the city with the Arakanese and returned home, taking with
him the captive king and the Ceylon tooth from the Mahazedi
Pagoda. The Arakanese set fire to the city and made off with
their portion of the loot, including a daughter of Nandabayin
and a white elephant. In addition they deported some thousands
of Delta families.
The Siamese invading army arrived to find Pegu in ruins.
They therefore marched against Toungoo, but failed to take it.
They sustained so serious a defeat that Naresuen returned to
Ayuthia with only a remnant of his army. The united kingdom
of Burma and Pegu, however, was for the time being wrecked.
Nandabayin was murdered soon after his arrival at Toungoo.
Siam held its territory from Martaban southwards. A parcel of
warring chiefs divided the remainder of the country between
them, while Syriam, its chief port, was in the hands of a Portu-
guese adventurer, Felipe de Brito, nominally in the service of
Arakan, but ambitious to carve out a domain for himself in
Lower Burma.